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At the FSC Congo Basin Business Encounter 2018 
held in Libreville Gabon 6 action points were identified 
to devolop the market for sustainable tropical timber:

• Creating a Green Lane for FSC within EUTR. 

• Developing LKTS.

• Reduce certification costs.

• Linking with Asian operators. 

• Eco Services Payment action.

• Marketing tools to create awareness. 

As a result of the Business Encounter and the action 
plan a working group is establised called LKTS Congo 
Basin (LKTSCB). Members are from the leading 
European tropical timber markets and cordinated by 
FSC Netherlands.

Contact coordinator:

Ben Romein, FSC Netherlands
T:  +31 (0)30 276 7220
E:  b.romein@fsc.nl

FSC Nederland
Wilhelminapark 37 - 3581 NJ Utrecht (NL)

Dear members of the FSC Congo Basin Community

Welcome to our fifth report. 

We are living in strange times. Health is the main issue and makes 
everything else secondary. Many of our already planned activities will be 
delayed. 

We were in full swing preparing our Carrefour du Bois booth end of May 
in Nantes, with the introduction of 6 Lesser Used Species from the Congo 
Basin. We just finished our communications plan 2020. 

The new date for the Carrefour is set at 3, 4 and 5 February 2021, very 
close to the Dutch fair Bouwbeurs in Utrecht, 8 – 12 February. We will be 
present at both fairs with our message to use sustainable, certified tropical 
timber and more diversity in species. As soon as it becomes clear when 
“normal” life can resume, we will reschedule our communications plan and 
share it with you. 

In these troubled times we are very pleased with the announcement 
that 2.9 million hectares of forest are now FSC certified in the Republic 
of Congo. CIB-Olam located in Pokola in the Sangha region of northern 
Republic of Congo has just obtained an additional FSC certificate for its 
Mimbeli-Ibenga concession. Please read the article below for the details. 

Wishing you all good health and the strength to get through this period so 
we can reach the point were further developing FSC certified tropical timber 
markets will be important again.

 / Ben Romein

LIBREVILLE ACTION POINTS
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CIB-OLAM BOOST THE CERTIFIED 
AREA IN THE CONGO BASIN 
By Nathalie Bouville, FSC Africa

Here is some good news in these difficult times! 

FSC Congo Basin is pleased to announce that 2.9 million hec-
tares of forest are now FSC certified in the Republic of Congo. 
CIB-Olam located in Pokola in the Sangha region of northern 
Republic of Congo has just obtained an additional FSC certificate 
for its Mimbeli-Ibenga concession. 
 
Says Jan Willem Hunink, Vice President / Head of Europe Mar-
keting Olam International Ltd. 

“To ensure that the forest continues to exist, we must give 
it value. We therefore consider it very important that our 
concessions comply with the FSC guidelines for responsible 
forest management. It is crucial that there is a demand for 
sustainable certified tropical wood and buyers are willing to 
pay a fair price for this sustainable certified tropical wood ”.

Says Jan Willem Hunink, Vice President / Head of Europe Mar-
keting Olam International Ltd. 

Forest inventory and protection
During the initial inventory of this concession, 375,738 trees were 
counted from over 290 different species, and more than 33 spe-
cies of mammals including elephants, chimpanzees and gorillas 
were identified. Like the thousands of wild animals and plants that 
inhabit tropical for-ests, these will be particularly protected under 
the FSC principles of wildlife conservation. 

Of the 650,000 hectares in this concession, 119,934 ha have 
been fully protected inside a conser-vation zone, 78,023 ha have 
been made available to local people for their livelihoods, with the 
rest zoned for exploitation.

CIB and FSC forest management
As a subsidiary of Olam International, CIB (Congolaise Industrielle 
des Bois) has been active in the Republic of Congo-Brazzaville 
since 1968. 

The Mimbeli-Ibenga FMU is in addition to the existing CIB-Olam 
concessions of Pokola, Kabo and Loundoungou. CIB-Olam 
received its first FSC certificate in 2006 for the Kabo unit, which 
was then the first FSC certificate obtained in the Republic of 
Congo. CIB-Olam’s commercial operations are now all 100% FSC 
certified.

There are now more than 5,392 million hectares of FSC-certi-
fied forests in the Congo Basin, distributed as follows: 341,708 
in Cameroon, 2,061,190 in Gabon, 2,989,168 in the Republic 
of Congo, divided amongst 6 operators: CBG, CEB/Precious 
Woods, CIB-Olam, Interholco (IFO), Pallisco and Rougier.

Photo: © Vincent Istace
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CONGO BASIN: PUBLIC AND PRIVATE 
FORESTRY SECTOR’S RESPONSE TO THE 
COVID-19 CRISIS

By Nathalie Bouville, FSC Africa
 
In the current global health crisis, Africa is the least affected continent with 
the fewest number of COVID-19 positive cases. However, the pandemic 
is present in Africa, particularly in South Africa, Egypt and Morocco. 

In the countries of the Congo Basin, at the end of April 2020, 200 cases 
had been registered in Congo including 8 deaths, 211 cases including 3 
deaths in Gabon, and in Cameroon 1,430 cases including 56 deaths. 

As early as March 2020, in order to reduce the spread of the virus, the 
governments of these countries reacted promptly with numerous restric-
tive measures. In addition to containment measures and other prevention 
methods to curb the epidemic, governments in the subregion have put 
in place accompanying measures to support disadvantaged populations 
and mitigate the sudden collapse of commercial activities. These include 
the creation of solidarity funds, the establishment of food banks, the 
suspension of rents, the subsidization of water and electricity and various 
support schemes for small and medium businesses. 

Numerous private solidarity initiatives have also emerged. However, 
they are necessarily constrained by the limited financial resources of the 
region’s governments.

Effects on the forestry industry
The forestry sector plays a critically important economic role in these Cen-
tral African countries, providing around 2 million jobs across the region, 
and is often cited as the second biggest economic sector after mining 
and fossil fuel extraction.  
 
In Congo, Gabon and Cameroon the forestry sector has been able to 
maintain its activities. Crisis meetings were held between the administra-
tions, logging companies and unions. All mobilized and organized using all 
possible communication channels (telephone, emails, WhatsApp groups) 
to quickly find solutions to ensure business continuity. 

In all three countries, in primary and secondary wood processing, new 
orders are few and far between, and the number of contract postpone-
ments is increasing. The solidity of order books being strongly impacted, 
some companies are taking measures for technical unemployment. 
Others are encountering difficulties in implementing barrier measures. 
The timber sector in the countries of the Congo Basin is organizing itself 
as much as possible to deal with this crisis, the consequences of which 
directly impact an activity that is entirely dependent on international trade 
(Asia, European Union, USA).

... Continues >>

Photo: FSC Denmark
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Gabon
In Gabon, for example, the forestry sector accounts for 
60% of GDP after excluding hydrocarbons and is one 
of the historical pillars of the Gabonese economy. The 
sector has therefore been the subject of special 
attention from the very beginning of the pandemic.

In the Gabonese forestry industry, specific measures have been taken. 
Forest operators are the only ones allowed to continue their activities 
during the current critical period for timber harvesting and processing. 
They must, however, prove that they have the capacity to implement 
certain appropriate measures, including a written procedure describing 
the company’s COVID-19 emergency plan and the specific protection of 
workers according to the different types of activity sites.

Gabon’s Minister of the Environment and Water and Forests has also 
proposed certain financial incentives, including premiums on FSC wood 
for parastatal purchases. 

Cameroon
The wood industry in Cameroon continues to work 
despite the difficulties. Thus, in order to deal with the 
economic impact of COVID 19 on companies, 
proposals from GICAM (Groupement Inter-patronal 
du Cameroun), employers’ organizations and trade unions, including the 
G.F.B.C. for the timber sector, have been presented to the Ministry of 
Finance and the Tax Department. These are requests for support meas-
ures for companies in the fiscal, social, customs and monetary fields. The 
private timber sector plead the public authorities for a reduction in specific 
taxes (Annual Forest Royalty - Felling taxes - Export duties). 

... continued 

Respons from the indutry 
The responsiveness and promptness of FSC-certified companies in 
implementing protocols to protect their workers must be acknowledged. 
The COVID-19 protocol of Rougier Gabon was the example shared by the 
Minister of Forest for all timber companies to follow as an example.
The FSC certified companies were among the first to provide masks and 
antibacterial gels to their workers and to order appropriate equipment to 
treat potential coronavirus victims in their health infrastructures. Interholco 
AG, in northern Congo has appealed for international generosity to raise 
funds for the purchase of ventilators and other medical equipment. 
For its part, the Programme for the Promotion of the Certified Exploitation 
of Forests (PPECF) has proposed an exceptional aid package of 250,000 
euros to support the populations of villages dependent on the resources 
of the forests of the Congo Basin.
 
The fallout from the COVID-19 crisis will be severe for the economic 
health of companies and will have negative consequences on employ-
ment. The Economic Commission for Africa forecasts that growth is 
expected to increase from 3.2% to 1.8% as a result of the halt in trade 
with the affected economies of the European Union, China and the 
United States. Similarly, the fall in oil prices is contributing to the fragility 
of producer countries in the Congo Basin. These declines in oil revenues 
and forest product exports will reduce revenues and drastically impact the 
budgets of these states. 

No one can predict the future to date and the demand for wood will de-
pend on how the pandemic develops and is controlled globally. Hope can 
be seen in the gradual recovery of demand from China.

FSC ATTENDS THE FAIR INTERNATIONALE BOUWBEURS 
8. - 12. FEBRUARY 2021 - UTRECHT - NL
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LKTS: IF EVERYONE 
COULD BE JUST LIKE JOHN
Scandinavia’s largest producer of wooden bridges, Wood-
ways.com, honored by FSC Denmark with a 100% FSC 
diploma that was handed over to the owner John Paask-
esen in Febuary.

By Kristian Jørgensen, FSC Denmark

John Paaskesen and Wood-ways.com have in recent years been 
successful in applying lesser-known timber species to bridges 
and walkways. When selecting timber species, they concentrate 
on the properties of the wood rather than a standard selection of 
species. John Paaskesen says:

“Our focus on using lesser-known tree species has proven to 
produce good results - both in terms of product quality and 
bottom line. By focusing on the strength and durability of the 
material, we get a myriad of options and we can go for the 
best prices instead of the best known.”

With this approach, the company is unofficial Danish champion 
in good approaches to the use of tropical timber species. The 
exciting part in a visit at Wood-ways.com is that you never known 
what species you find in the saw.  

Wood-ways.com has been building wooden bridges since 
2005, and in 2010 the company became FSC certified and a 
member of FSC Denmark. For Wood-ways.com, their 100% 
FSC policy means that they can guarantee customers that all 
materials come from responsible forestry, as well as meet state 
and local government requirements for certified products.

John Paaskesen (right), owner of Wood-ways.com awarded for his 
approach to sustanible tropical timber. 

Strength and durabiliy requrements only - and multiple species use 
becomes good for business.  
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SUBMIT: We are collecting examples of the use 
of lesser-known tropical timber species from a 
broad range of wood users, such as designers, 
architects, producers, businesses and project 
owners. 

This database is your opportunity to promote 
your cases (products or projects?) with FSC 
certified LKTS species!

Provide us with a description and other details of 
the product/project such as:

• An overall description (50 - 150 words)
• Place of construction/ production
• Year of construction/production
• Constructer/producer
• Designet
• Project owner
• Timber supplier 
• Species used and their use in the project/

product

Remember to provide us with a variety of high-
resolution images of your case.

Submit cases by contacting the website editor:

Kristian Jørgensen, Projectcoordinator, FSC 
Denmark

Mail: kristian@fsc.dk

YOUR AFRICAN CASES
NEEDS TO BE SHOWN

WWW.LESSERKNOWNTIMBERSPECIES.COM

Alfriston School with Modified limba cladding (Case by EcoChoice)
- your cases could be the next on: www.lesserknowntimberspecies.com

SEE YOU ON LINKEDIN 

The LinkedIn group ”Promoting sustainable 
tropical timber” is a platform for inspiration in 
the use of tropical timber. 
 
Join the LinkedIn group
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